
Leadership in Vatue-Qibing
Pemonstrated by the

Thalhirner Store Nelvs for To-morroh>
New Laces, New Trimmings, New Embroiderles.
Words aro inadoquato to expross tho charm of tho now goods dai/y arriving* TVo aro

showing tho now jfntique and Ciuny Xaces, now Siulgarian and SPorsian Vrimmings, new

Tftotifs and !Pondants, now Sallpons and jfpp/iquos. Vhroughout tho soioction' is a cortain

rofinomont which stamps at onco thoir exclusiuonoss* Sndood, our ono dim is to < bring out

somothing difforont from tho gonorai run. j{ largo assortmont, yottnouor too much of any ono

kind as to becomecommon. TJhis, togothorwith roasonablo pricos, makos them oxtromoiydosirablo.

White Press Qoods.
Of tho beauty of tho Whlte Goods wo are so fortunate as to be able to place

on early sale there can be no questlon. Every purchaser is enthusiastic. As
usual. Thalhimer's lead in exclusive styles. >

32-ln'ch Plilin White Oxford Walstlngj very chenp, 10 Z-dc.

3 cases of Fltie Importctl Whlto Warp I'iqttes at_ 25c.
.

The greatest bargrjiii ever sho.wn in While Shirt-Waist Fabncs is our 30-mch
Morccrized Slripes, 25c.

Silk CanviiH Efrccls in Leno Brocndcs, for waists, nt 3oc. .¦>: .-...
See thoso lovcly fabricB in Mcrccrizcd Brocades, all now patterns and a 75c.

value, at 3!)c.
New White Cream Vestings, 50 to 75c. -

.

We hnvo it special fine mfality of ,'lll-inch Sheer Lngllsh Nainsook, in 12-ynrd
bolts, for this week only, $1.50 n bolt.

Our 40-lnch Indla Linen nt 15c. is a bnrgnin. .,.,.,. . ,. ..

We call utlcntion to a speclul number of 48-Jnch Hand-Woven Batiste, worth
75c, this week's pricc nt 50c.

30-inch Linen Duck, 35 and 50c.

£ig Values in Aace Curtains:
All styles of Lace Curtains.Nottinghams, Irish Points, Brussels, Renaissance

and Arabian.where we have but one pair of a pattern, to close them out we

have marked them half price.
Ruflled Swiss Curtains, with cotton torchon lncc tnsertton and edge, extra good

quality, nt $1.50 pair.
Matiing Sale.

Never before have we been able to offer such an inimensc assortrnent'of patterns
¦of China Mat.ting at such .phenornenally Sow prices. 1 here are at least 30 dtf:
ferent patterns of extra heavy China Matting-a few the only one or two rolls
of a pattern.nll are this season's lmportations. Other stores sell these same

klnds' at 35 to 40c. a yard, and they are worth those prices. This is a rare

opportunity to buy theso Mattings nt 25c.

Richest Press Qoods &ver Jhown in Citg
We shall show to-morrow, for sale, the richest, most efcquisitecollection of

very high-class materials for Evening Street Gowns over shown in thla city.
42-inch Knickcrbockcr Etaraincs, bluo and whlte, grcon nnd white, black and

white, .$1.00.
44-inch Knickcirbockor Mohairs, $1.00.
44-inch Knickcrbockcr Novelty, very stylish, $1.50.
50-inch Flecked Novclty, tailor suit weiglit, flecked with white, grcen nnd bluo,

52-inch Satin Venctians, for tailored sults, light blue, grays, greens, aml castors,

3fl-'inch Shepherd's Checked Suitings, for shlrt-waist suits, very popular, 60c.
40-inch rlandsome Pin-Stripe, Highly-Finished Sllk Mohair, for suits and waists,

$1.50.
/few Spring lOash Qoods.

We show to-morrow the handsomest and most varied collection of Wash, Goods
ever exhibited.
32-inch Pine 16 2-3c. Quality Madras for 12y«c. yard.
12y2c. Pretty Madras Cloth for 10c. yard. j
llandsomc tfigurcd Mercerized Madras at 25c. ynrd.
100 pieces New English Pcrcale3 to sell 12>/2c. yard.
1 lot of 10 and 12y2c. quality Fine Mndras to cIobo out at 7c. yard.

Thin-Blown Tumblcrs, worth 75c
dozen, for 2'/2c euch.

25c. Crystul Gas Globe3 for 10c. each.

3-quart Granite Sauccpans, with
tops, the 42c sizc, for 31c.

2c for Good Sizo Best Tin Wash
Basins.

Qasement £eaders.
$9.00 Handsomoly Decoratcd 100-

piecc Dinner Sets for $0.00 set.
75c. dozen White Cliina Cupa and

Saucers for 4c pair.
85c Whito China Sottp, also Break-

fast Plntos, for 4c. each.
3Vz-pound .Tnpanned Tin bugar Boxes,

, worth 19c, for 10c.each.

ffigh Values in

Tailored Suits and Skirts.
Uhis *Dopartment flbounds With ail tho fflrightnoss of Spring.

j( Slittoring jfrrdy of Tfow Sdoas and Tfow Tffatorials.

r/'lf riWre clognnt nnd refinodi siiltable for all occa-

__¦__ -tu,,s cnslons, nre shown ln Sntin Fotilards and
Taffotas. Prices, $12,750 lo $36.00.
Tnltnf Mnria fii/re-Never a better ynriety of

plaih tiiilor-iiindn flowns, wlth strnpped senms, always in
good Insto, nre shown ns well ns tho Engllsh Coats, J-'""'*
XIV Coats and the becoming blouse stylo. Skirts aro flnrcd
tunic ciToct nnd piind fronts, with hip trimmlng.
i*)n* PenAor- All-Wool Blnek Cheviot Suits nnd
KJUr _*______ Fnncy Jllxtiircs, ln hluc and gray,

Etoti nnd blotiso jackets, 0-gorcd flavo Bkirts over mercc-

rizod drop-skirt, $12.50.
Brondcloth Suits, cdlarlesU blouse,/taffcta trimmed, tab

fronts, Bkirts pnnel effect and trimmed with 3 circular
bands) nlso Light Gray Eriglish Cont Walking Suits; 2

elegant suit values, nt $15.00.
Novcltv cloth, grny.nntl bluo mixtures, blouse jackot, deep

shot'ildor enpes, 'piped wlth taffctn, Persinn vest, flnre
klltcd skirt, nnllned, much adfnired, at $20.00.

Louls XIV Coat Suits, collnrlcss, shouldor capes, tiicked
and tunic skirts, taffcta lined jnckots, unlincd «kirt.8,
en trainc, matcrial brondcloth nnd ctamine, at $25.00
and $30.00. K

'

About Our Coats.
Your cholce of material and styles are shown ln all the

new designs of Plain Tailor-Made Coats, in different length
Silk Coats, in Ping-Pong Coats, box effect3 and Louis XIV

style.
Silk Coats, ping-pong effects, in taffcta nnd peau de soio,

$5.00 to $12.50.
Louis XIV Coats, plain nnd lace trimmed, $10.00 to $25.00.
Covcrt Jackets, $5.00 to $12.50.

ls)ash Waists and Idash J'uits.
Our line of Summer Waists and Suits is now complete,

and th£ exceptional values have been well appreclated by
the ladles of Richmond.
Tho popular fad.Plain Linon Waists, extra quality, new

cut, to be >vorn plain or cmbroidercd, $2.48.
Handsomc Hnnd-Einbroidercd Waists, plain linen and

butcher's linen, $0.48 and $7.48.
Heavy Madras Waists, broad tucks, largo buttons aml new

merccrized linen eflects,.$1.00, $2.48, and $3;48 and $4.98,
plnin and trimmed.

Walking Skirts.
All-Wool Gray nnd Tan Walking Skirts, cttt full flare, dou¬

ble stltcho'd, strAps endlng nl, flaro, wltli fine cordod fnn
efTect urotind bottom,. betuitifully tnilored, special at
$5.00.

Perfect Fitting Walking Skirts, in blue, blnck and gray
cloth, box plaited flare, strap seums forming pancl front,
and yokc trimming, very effcctivc and styllsh, at $7.48.

Elegant Tan Covcrt and Fancy Stripcd and Check Novel-
ties, in up-to-dato Walking Skirts, eut clrcular flare
and 7-gofo strnp sen.ms, yoko trimming and speclal tall-
oring, several different styles, at $10.00.

Aadies* Press Skirts.
AU-Wool Black Chcviot Skirts, 6-goro flare, with 3 bands

of tnfTeta formin^ pancl front, and yoko trimming,1 per-
calinc lining, special at $5.00.

Black nnd Blue Voilo Skirts, with plaited circular flaros,
hoaded with peati do soio bands, also hip trimming,
strictly new and styllsh, $7.48. ''

,

Elegant Cloth Skirts, in black and blue, with fltted yoke
and pancl front, trimmed with bands, and perpendiculor
bandi* of pcau do soio to flare, $10.00.

Fine Black Voilo Skirts, 7-goro flare, seams covered with
silk braid and bands of hemslitcned tnfTeta covoring
flare, tho popular skirt for spring wear and vory dressy,
at $12,50. 1

/few Silk Waists.
Pin-Stripod Taffeta Silk Waists, with strap yoke trimming,

piped with black, green or red, and finished with crochet
rings, full flaro slccves, special at $5.00.

White Pcau de Cgvno Waists, with ripple cape efTect, giving
long waist, trimmed with ecru inscrting, full pouch
sleeve, at $8.4S. j

Elegant White Pcau de Cgyno Waists, with large capo
collar, trimmed in handsomo appliqtie designs, giving
very beautiful efTect, theso have nowcstipufT slceves, for
$12.50.

Our sale of $7.48 and $5.00 Silk Waists still continues;
bargains at $3.08.

J
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"BOBS99 His Trials, Tribulations and
Triumphs.

By EEGINALD LANGr. Copyright by Philip Little.

ri_i-H-i-H-'f-l~l-r-r-
.CopyrlKhted, by Philip Llttle.'

Kliy Reginald Lang.

CHAPTBR I.

.'You llo! I never killed a man whlle in

'""Wefh'R.iBS said you dk Don't get

"J aln't grouchy, you fool. If Rags
sald so ho lied. nnd I can provo it. I ye
been too long in thls buslness not to

know that slmple breakln' and entorln
aln't nothln' to klllln' a man. No flrst-
class man in the profcssion wouid thlnk
of doin' such a thing. see!"
"Gentlemen, gentlcmon, sald a thlrd.

tnklng hls pipe out of hls mouth, "pray
ccaso thls useless wrangllng. 'Shorty
lt, satlsfled ln hls own mlnd that he has
nuver broken through tlio etlpuetta of
hls profossion, and tho word of n gen¬
tleman Is sufliclent. Shorty, -slt down,
Keegan. bo seated. Such quarrels or

discusslons slmply tako us away from
the subject In hand."
"Lord, don't he talk like a book. Say,

ILondon, where dld you get It all?"
"By 'all' I suppose you refer to my

education. You neodn't thlnk that I am

golng to regalo you with tho story, of my
llfe, for I am not. Sufllce lt to say that
J am not what T appear to he. I was

rot educated ns a profosslonal houso-
brcakor, as you can guess."
"O, that'« dead easy to see. You aro

ns well, as any knowa that, Dldn't I
eeo you at Del."
"Shut up, 'Shorty,' or 1*11 throw thls

mug down your throat,>' and a wlcked
gllnt of tho oyes mado the man addressed
as 'Shorty' duck hls head and remaln sl-

"l' wlll slrnply say for your edlflcatlon
that I. was educated at Oxford. Do you
know whoro that la? No? Well, it ls
n greater unlversity than olther Yalo or

Jlarvard in thls country, and very much
oldor. It Is ln Kngland, and takes the
lead In all educatlonal/ as well as re¬

liglous mattors."
.JGosh, ain't he great, Koeg?" /

"I thank you for your admlratlon, but
to contlnue and concludo. I supposod
myself tbe holr to a title and a fortune,
as my older brother'B wlfo promlsed to
be chlldless nnd I was the noxt of kln;
whon suddenly sho took It Into hor head
to produco a flne boy, and my chances
wero blastod. I left a crop of debts
and camo hero."
"Then you woro knockod out of belng

a lord and gottln' tho boodlo."
"That Is about It, 'Shorty,' though I

have hopos, Tho chlld was stolen when
five years old, and my brother dled from
B broken heart, whatever that mny bo,"

"Well, why don't you step ln, old
man?" '"

)"I'm not nn 'old man', and I objocl; to
your famlllarlty."
"deo, aln't ho groatl"
"It ls not beeause of any snobblshnoss

on my part, I assuro you 'Shorty,' but if
| should luippen to bocomo a lord, as I
may, I could not assoclato with you'.nny
jtyiger, and J do not wlsh to fostor\anyj" of futuro lntimacy in your gulle-

.'. .least."
I /, what are you Blvln' us? Do you

\ expoct to "be a lord? Is Ihnt
iy ht?"

'v- \t is, as you term It, stralght." "¦

"V, pu do you oxpect to he a hloomin"
lord?
"Th-it I al30 do not know. My nophew,

though stolen, Is allvo und woll, aiul word
J. occusionally sent that ho wlll bo kopi,
and not returned untll he is 25, unless
prevlously killed by accident."
"Say, aln't that a fa|ry story?"
"J3o you suppose that I wouid wafite
ny titno Invontlng such a yarn as that

to tell you?"
"O, I don't know. You beat all when

you get on your wnr paint,"
"Perhaps so, but thls ls a most un-

nleasantly truo story, I assure you. Now,
jet us talk buslness. Whon aro wo to
do the Vun Nostrand houso?"
"Right nwuy, rjuick. Roddlo Wigglns

|s coinln' hero thls inornin'. Hark!
4'liore tu'e stops on tho stalrs now, that's
liiin. Ali, thore, Reddie, got tho boy
With you, 1 see, Send hlm Into tho othef
room wliilo we settlo things,"
"Go in thero, Bobs," sald the man call¬

ed Roddlo, polntlnn to the door at the
end of the'ioom, "you'U flnd books and
papers to amuso you, and you peadn't
Jlsten through the koyhole."
Tho boy looked at hlm wlthout unswe»

Ipfi f*pd then wal^reil _« tbe-ftvor. PReumfl'
A '- "V :::::; k
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lt and closed It quletly as he went ln.
"Blesscd lf he don't beat all! MoBt

boys would hava told me to shut up, or

somethln' plcnsant, but that chap never
answera and never has slnce he was a
kld."
"Where did you get hlm, Reddlo?"
"Son of a slstor of mine. She dled

nnd I took hlm and brought him up."
"And a fine profession you put him

to,' enld London. mocklngly.
"Well, that's my business, Mr. Brltish,

and I don't want any of your sneers."
"Vou mlstake me, my frlend. I ad-

mlre your cholce. He {s a fino-looklng
lad, even lf ho ls a blt rough In hls
rriako-up. I suppose that' that goes wlth
his pnrt. Where did he get those eyea
and thnt mouth? Your slster must have
been a great beauty. Now, I admlro
your talents, but no ono would choko
you for your looks." He dodged hls head
so that a pewtcr mug just mlsscd hlm.
"Well almed, but I am used to your
ways, Reddle, my man."
'^Tou neodn't ask iiny more questlons

nbout that boy, Just the same. 1*11 loot
after hlm and don't you fret. Are you
goli g to talk business, or what Is up,
anyhow?"
"Business lt Is, Reddle. Shorty, glve

us that plan of tho Van Kostrand house.
Here wo are. Thero, you see that door?
Woll, hore is a small window through
whlch tho boy could crawl oaslly. Then
there Is a short fllght up to the level of
the streot. You seo. the slde door Is
down In an area,,so that we can keep a
watch and put Bobs through tlie small
window without being seen from the side-
walk."
"Great stuff, London, you're a gonlus,"

sald Reddlo, alapping hlm on the back.
"Look horo, Roddio, 1 approclate your

enthusiasm and ndmlration for my tal-
onts, whlch I admlt Is well merltod, but
I object to havlng my lungs tested and
my splnal column, If you know what that
Is, dlslocated by that trlp-hammer flst
of yours."
"All rlght, London. I dldn't know

that you wore so dollcate."
"l'm not dellcnto, you ass! But if

thoro is anythlng that I' hate lt ls to bo
bunged on the back. Thnt Is all thoro ls
to It."
"Well, go on with your explnnation of

tho plan, nnd I wlll try and not show
my foelings,"
"All rlght; soa that you don't. Now,

hero ls the hall floor, and thla is tho
hall. You seo that lt Is a big room,
wlth tho stalrs comlng down the centro
of ono slde."
"Must bo a flno houso."
"Flno? My dear Shorty, you wlll loso

your broath wlth ndmlration whon you
see It. It Is beautlful."
"How do you know? Is that one of

your."
"Bemomber what I sald a short time

ago. Try that agaln and you wlll re-

grot It,"
"All rlght, London; I forgot."
"Well, shut up, then, Horo Is the dln¬

ing-room, and rlght here is whoro the
safe Is, lot Into tlio sldo of the wall, and
it ls chock full of sllvoi nnd, thoy say,
some valuablo jewols,"
"Shall wo have to blow It open?"
"No, wo can boro through tho lock. It

Is not muoh of a safe, I do not under-
stnnd what old Van Nostrand is thinklng
of, I am sure, to keep such an old-fash-
ionod thlng."
"Sayln' wo uro surprlsed?"
"Thero are two ways of getting out;

drop out of tha dlning-room windows or
mako for the front door. lf you go out
of tlie window,. Just open tho yard guto
and you are out on a passngeway and
off you go."
"Where aro tho sleeplng rooms?"
"Up two fllghts ln one case, but the

two up there nre well out of tho way in
the back of the house, Tho old man
haa a blg study or llbrary up ono fllght
all for himsolf, as hls lower floor ls glv-
on up to entertainlng."
"Any chlldren?"
"Ono daughter, nn far as I know, and

nt present ho hns a nephew vlsltlng fromthe south, The old man sleeps up ono
fllght ln tho roonis I havo spoken of,
the othor ls unoccuplod."
"Well, It seems easy, Is It worth it?"
"Worth it? ,Why, man, the Jewols

alone are Bald to be worth from olght
to ten tliousand dollara, and I have In¬
formation that the old man has put away
some _ol_ _u_ WUi tlwru ft sh.«t tliaa

to the sum of $7,000. Does that strlke
you at all?" ,

"Say, that is a good thing; no, I w'on t

hlt you agaln. Shall we have Bobs in?
What does ho do?"
"Ho goes through tho wlndow that I

spoko of and drops down lnslde. He
thon unlocks the door and lets us ln.
While we do the safe he wlll keep watch,
and If there Is any danger ho glves tho
nlarm and wo get out."
"Shall we have him ln?"
"I suppose so; he keeps pretty qulet,

doesn't he? You've tralned hlm well."
"O, ho's nll right; he knows how to

keep hls mouth shut, you can bot your
Ufe."
lleddle.went to the door, London follow¬

lng hlm quletly and unnotlced. Tho
former opened the door to flnd the boy
staring intently at a magazlne.
"Come, Bobs, we want to show you

your lay," said Roddle, standing in the
doorway.
xne boy dld not move, he was so ln-

tent on the book In front of hlm.
"Come along; what ls the matter with

you?" and Reddlo stepped over the lad.
As he looked at the page that the boy's

eyes were flxed on, he uttored a sup-
pressed- oxclamatlon and grabbed the
book hurriedly as he cuffed the boy over
the ears.

"I'll teach you to look at books and
not answer me when I speak to you.
Don't you let me catch you a lookln' at
picture books when I want you! Do you
liear?"
He took tho lad by the coat collar and

brought him to hls feet, but no reply
came from hls llps, and hls eyes had a
faraway look. Reddle throw the magn-
zlno down on the table, and London saw
tho title on the covor. It was one of
tho great monthlles, and could not pos-
sibly do any harm to the boy anyway.
Why should he not road lt?
Reddlo turned, and seelng London In

tho doorway stopped back quickly to tho
tablo, plcked up tho pamphlet and put
It ln hls pockot,
"I dldn't mean to be go hard on you,

Bobs, but wo aro In a hurry," Hls looks
wero shlfty and uneasy, and hls chango
of mannor made-London thlnk that thoro
was somethlng In tho paper whlch ho
wlshod to concoal.
"Let tho boy read," sald the English¬

man, "it wlll do hlm no harm, and wlll
lmprove hls mlnd. Tho hrlghter and bot-
ter educated a man ls the more nccom-

pllshedscamp he wlll bocome." He grtn-
ned cheerfully at tho other, whlle he
thought, "there ls somethlng in that
magazlne, my man, that you don't want
seon. You wero a fool to let me sus-

pect lt, for now I wlll flnd out what lt
Is if I can, as sure as my namo is." Hls
thoughts wero Interrupted by a volce call-
Ing:
"Aro you follors goln' to stop thero all

day? Brlng Bobs horo and lot us settlo
thls job right away now."
Tho two men and Ahe boy came into

tha maln room, but tho strange look had
not left tho boy's face.

CHAPT13R II,
"Now Bobs," sald London, "do you

thlnk that you understand what you aro
to do?"
"Yes, slr," answered the boy looklng at

the blue goggles whlch* hld the eyes of
hls que3tioner, "I am to go through the
small wlndow, drop down insldo and un-
lock the door whloh ls at my left-hand
sldo."
"Right, Bobs, you aro a smart boy," He

patted hlm on the back encouraglngly
and sorutlnlzed his faoe aa he dld so. Tho
strange look was there, though the oth¬
ers dld not notlce it,
"Lot us all take a drlnk on the Btrength

of lt," broko ln Shorty, a stumpy llttle
keon-faced man,
"V*ou fellows are weleome, but you

know I nevor drlnk anythlng exceptat
meals, so you wlll he va to let mo out."
"Quoer, Isn't it, for one of your natlon

to take so llttle?" asked tho other, aa

ho fllled hls own gluss.
"Perhaps so, my frlond, but I need all

my wlts to carry out these great enter-
prlsos of ours, and It wlll not do for us

to bo caught nupplng."
"When shall we make the game? ask,

ed Roddlo, flngering the book In hls
pockot. ,,,

"I thlnk that to-morrow nlght wlll be
best. There ls to bo a blg dlnner thore, l
flnd, and probably a!| hands wlll be tlred,
and undoubtedly the butler and foutman
.wlll drjnfc u« tb. jenmiM p. the »ln«

and that should mako them sleop a blt
heavler than usual."
"To-morrow nlght, thon. AVe meot here

at mldnlght?"
"Yos; no earller is of any use. You will

bring Bobs wlth you, I take It?"
"Yos, I'll take care of him safe enough.

He Is too valuable to part with."
"_t is ploasant to see an unclo so de-

voted to his nephew as you nre, Roddle."
"Shut up, wlll you, and stow your gab?

I'm tlrcd of such talk."
"All rlght, man, only don't got angry

becauso I approclate your devotlon."
Thoy all got up after thls,- and puttlng

on thelr coats and t hats stole quletly
downstaira and out onto tho stroet. The
Bngllshman turned tho flrst corner and
was lost in tho crowd. Halllnga pass-
ing hansom ho gavo on address, nnd later
let hlmself in with a pass koy at tho door
of a qulet-looklng house on a sldo streot,

CHAPTER IH.
"Whom are you expecting to-nlght at

your dinner, Nellle?" asked Mr. Van
Nos-trand, as he leaned up agalnst the
mantel ln his atudy and slpped a cup of
tea, whlch hls daughter had mado for
hlm.
"The Van Ronsselaers, the Farlows,

Jack Morgan, Peggy de Wltt, the Fear-
lngs, the Freemans, Mlnnie Van Adam
and Hon. Goorgo Carllngford."
"Who^ la ho?"
"Tho most charmlng Engllshman that

has been ln thls part of tho world for
a long tlme, papa. He ls tall, handBome,
agreoable and, wonder of wonders, bright,
He can see an Amorlcan Joke wlthout
havlng lt explalned to hlm."
"Hum. Thon am afrald thatho ia

either a scarnper or somethlng odd,"
"Odd he certalnly ls, but a scamp, nev-

or, Trust a woman's intultlon for that."
"Woman's intultlon! I would not glve

the snap of my fingor for a woman's In¬
tultlon. What and who ls ho anyway,
and where did you meet hlm7"
"He brought letters to the Van Ren-

sellaers, and ho is, believe, the pros-
pecllvo helr to an earldom. That mat-
ters but llttlo, for he Is very evidently
rlch. Mr. Van Rensselaer says that he
paya hls bllls nnd inslsts on taklng hls
shares of-all spreos."
"Ho must bo a phenomcnon, Judglng

from the speclmens of hls countrymen
that I have mot over hero. Stlll, I do not
come to your dlnnor to-nlght."

".O, papa, how good of you. Why did
you not tell me before? I would have
hnd somo old lady for you to take ln."
"Old lady to take ln! No, my dear, I

wlll tako ln a young one or none, and
let lt be the latter, ns I can then leavo
as soon as I choose."
"Very woll, doar; you shall do as you

choose. I foel doeply honored that you
will come at all."
"It ls one of my whims. I want to

meot your handsome forelgner. An Eng-
lisliman that can take an Amorlcan
Joke.ho muat indoed be nn extraordlnary
person."

CHAPTER IV.
The ladios had left tlio room nnd Mr.

Van Nostranil hnd moved to Carllngfortl's
slde.
"I am glad, Mr. Carllngford, to see one

of your countrymen at my tablo. I sel-
dom appear In my dnughter's dlnners, as

an old man is out of placo at suoh func-
tlons, but hoarlng that you wero to bo
hore, I broko through my rule, I ltved
in England for ten yeara as a young
man."
"But, Mr, Van Nostrnnd, you nro not

whnt wo call old wlth us. You aro halo
and henrty and should not deprlve peo¬
ple of your socloty."
"The averago porson boros mo torrlbly,

Carllngford, to tell tlio truth, and my
books aro my refuge. Thoso and my col-
lootlon of gems are my liobby, Do you
cara at nll about preclous Btones?'
"Yes, Indeed, nnd have plckedup many

a good one ln my waiiderlngs.' A cu-
rlous expresslon flltted aeross hls faco,
part amusoment and part sardonlc.
"I would llke to show you somo of

mlno. Groen,",4o tho butler, "open tho
old safe and bring me tlu- upper drawor.
I wlll show you some mipphlres that I
thlnk you wlll ndmlt are qulto g«.od, and
I havo also somo dlainonds whlch aro
said to bo qulto flne speclmens."
Ho spoko quletly, put wlth a oertnln

prlde ln his tona thnt did not escnpo tho
notlco of Carllngford.
The butler slld back a panel ln tho

hlgh oak walnBcotlng, and, to tho sur¬

prlso of the guests, dlsclosod a safo
which he oponod nnd took therefrom a

druwer. Thls ho plac-d In front of Mr,
Van Nontrand.
"Now, Mr, Carllngford, preparo to be

daa_|ed," sald hls host, as )io llfted a
clinmols skin case, whlch fltted into the
drawor out onto tlie table. "Here are tho
sapphlres." He opened tho caso ae trre
other guosts guthered round, 'and dls.
played them to thelr a'.ntonls^ed.eyes,.
S?We jnoa a. masa oi ouperb. eto_«a ot

varlous slzes, but most of thom were

vory large and of wonderful eolor.
"These. aro wonderful, Mr. Van Nos-

trand," exolalmod Carllngford with. a

noto of slncero admlratlon ln hls volco,
whlch ploased the old man hugely. "I
have never soon, even in Parls, anythlng
to equal them. How do you daro to keep
them in tho house?"
"I have thought mysolf of lato that I

was running a great rlsk, as they are a

fortune in themselvos, together with my
rubles and dlamonds, but Greon hero has
been with mo for yoars, and no one elso
knows tho combination, nor how to
sllde tho panol, and I shall soon tnke
thom to a bank and out of harm's way.
There havo been some darlng robberies
of late about here and I hardly lfko to
trust thom in that safo."
"You are taking a groat rlsk, but as

you say, lt Is ln safo hands, J moan tho
knowledgo of tho safo and tho pan.l.
You havo other stones, I judge.".
"Yes, here are somo rubies that I got

in Persla and horo are some dlamonds
from Kimberley, the flrst, almost to
come out; in fact, I bellevo they were

in the first lot brought from South Af-
rica,"
"You are a good Judgo, evidontly, Mr.

Van Nostrand. Thoso are the real pigeon-
blood rubies, and large stones, too. Your
daughter should wear somo of these."
."My daughter, curiouBly enough, dls-

likes gems as much as I liko them, and
wiii havo none of them. Sho objocts to
my having them In tho house."
"Is she superstitlous on tho subject?

The opalB are the only stones that I knoW
of that are supposed to brlng bad luck,
and even that is questloned? I know
people that have superb opals and equai-
lv good luck; It wouid be dlfncult to con-
vlnce them that tho stones a~e unlucky."
"No, lt lsi not superstition with my

daughter. \Sho slmply does not Uke
thom." f
"Well, I must thank you for a groat

troat, though I cannot commend you for
temptlng fortune as you do, by keoping
them In what I should conslder a very
unsafe place.1' V
"I suppose that you aro right, but

what plousuro shall I havo from them
aftor 1 send them to a bank? I might
as woll glve thorn away. I cannot ho
running to seo thom every day or so.

Hero I take them to my Ubrary and look
at them whenovor I feel llko lt,"
"True, and lt is your affalr, I trust

that you wlll pardon mo for, as a strang¬
er, taking tho llberty of critlclalng your
arrangements?"
"I foel compllmented that you should

take such an Intorest, Mr. Carllngford.
Greon. you may roturn those to the safe.
Gentlomen,1 shall we Joint tho ladios?"
The host rose and led the way to the

druwing-room. As thoy passed through
the hall, Carllngford paused,
"Thls ls a largo house for a olty, Mr.

Van Nostrand, and unloss I am mlstakon
you havo land in your rear, or on one
sldo, at loast. I thought I saw, lt as I
came up to tho door from tho side streot."
"Yes, thls .land is part ot a farm be-

I longing to my groat-greR'-grnndfuthor.
My grandfather sold part, of.lt for a

gront denl of monoy and bullt tho ori-
glnal houso, Then as this part ot tho
olty grew moro and moro valuablo, my
father sold m°ro nnt^ added to tho houso,
Tho land Increased ln value, tho houso
In slzo, os oun bo soen. Llttlo dld my
nncestor roallzo the valuo that hls farm
wouid attaln ln yoars to como."
"X'our pooplo wero In the Dutch East

Indla trade, wero thoy not?"
"Yes; why do you ask?" .

"Beeause mine wero also, and I see
many curlos here simllar to those ln tho
old placo on the othor sldo, Thoso
Bpours and clubs aro from Jayd, I thlnk,"
"Yes, lndoad! Why. this ls dollghtful.

I am moro t|ian ever pleased that I ca,mo
down to dlnner."
They were now ln tho drnwlng-room,

and Carllngford mado hls way at onco to
Mlss Van Nostrand.
"Your father and I havo dovolopod a

great bond of sympathy, Mlss Van Nos¬
trand, whlch in part I regret to hear.that
you cannot be Included. Ho tells mo

that you do not caro for hls hoautlful
gems." . , .

"No, I rogret to say that I dtf et; but
I try to overcome my disllko to them for
hls sake. My younger slstcrC sho is but
10) dellghts ln them, but I cannot bring
mysolf to lt;"
"Then thero ls another Miss Vmi Nos¬

trand?"
"O, a young ono! If she woro In Lng-

land sho wouid bo ln tho eohoolroom, al¬
most, but thls one ls very Indopoudent, as

most young AmerlCans are."
"It Is born ln (he blood,"
"Perhaps so. Mama dlod soon after

sho was born; sho ls tho baby ot the
house, I am sorry that I could not hav.
Jolned papu nnd you ln your hobby."

.¦ivh, well, perhaps you can Joui ua ln
our -emdas-, im Um .Ka*. kailtm ewtafc

I > \

My peoplo wore in that intorestlng and
oxcitlng business in. the old,days.".
"Ah, thoro I am wlth you, Mr. Car¬

llngford. Somo tlmo I hope to vlslt
India and seo that wonderful land for
mysolf."
"It ls lndeed a wondorful land, and lf

you wlll pormlt me, some day I wlll call
upon you a'h'd tell you of It. I havo trav-
eled all through the best of It."
"Thank you, I shall be dellghtod. You

aro not golng, suroly?"
"Yes, but lf I may, I wlll como agaln

somo day and talk lt ovor wlth you."
"Do so. Do not come Thursday, for

every ono comes that day. 1 am near¬

ly always In after 5. I can glve you
somo very good tea. It wlll even ploaso
un EngllBhman."
? ???????????»¦?????????»??
.*- - -

^ The second installment of this *;
¦". vivid story yri\\ appear in Tues- <-

-? day's Times-Dispatch. A 'phone V.
*

message or |jpostal card to the *;
"¦ Times-Dispatch office will bring ¦.

.? Tuesday's paper to your door.
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ALL OBSTACLES OVERCOME.

United States Shipbuilding Company
Ableto Guard Against Delay.

NEW YORK, Fob. 28..Tho roport of
Admlral Bowlos as to tho causes of de¬

lay ln the bulldlng of men-ot-war, has
oxcltod groat lntorest. Leading shlp-
bulldora congratulato themselves that
thoy have done as woll aa they have.

During the past two years tho dlsadvnn-

fagos of bulldlng haa beon largoly ln tho
mntter of Incraaaed cost to contractors,
and they should cortainly be ontltlod to

tho beneflt of ovory doubt In tholr plucky
flght agalnat odda. A strlklng instanco
of meotlng obstructlve condltions was

shown ln tho formatlon of tho United
States Shipbuilding Company, a corpora-
tion which seomB to have absorbed tho

factors necesBary to make lt Indepondont
of many of tho causes which bring about

delay In shlp construciion. A company
cimlrolllriir trm mnnufneture of steel fprg-
lngs, east steel, brass and bronxe,
g'una, uiiiior, pidjiictlliiH, wliitilnssos nnd
wluclies has udviinUigcs over plnnts
which must buy thom ,and such ndvan-
tages were secured whon tho United
Stutes Shipbuilding Company waa orgun-
Ized,
Thls company has attrnct<\d publlc at¬

tentlon hero ln a romarkable dbgroe, nnd
Its clalms were carefully weighod when
flrst inado. lt sturted wlth about flfty
mllllons of contracts and thougli mllllous
of work havo boen dellvored tlio volume
ls In oxcess of what ls was bIx monthB
ago.,- It Is tho only company ln tho
world capable ot bulldlng a oomplote bat-
tloshlp, armod and armor'ed ready to glve
battlo, and tho orgnnUatlon ls now such
thnt work Is speclnllzed, each yard worK-
Ing upon tho particular product lt Is
bost cupablo of produclng.
It ls rumored horo that tho United

States Stoel Corporatlon ls behlnd thls
company., Cortainly it ls known tliat
the Htookholdora of tho former have an
enormous holdlng ln tho shipbuilding
company, bo that If the latter needs nny
steol It Is In a posltion to got lt; and na
evory nlliance oeoms to hnvo been made
tliut would reduce tlmo nnd cost of bulld¬
lng, thls company is ln posltion to com-
mand much of the patronage of tho In-
ternutlonal Meroiintlle Marino Company.
A flnanclcr, ono of tho most consorvu-

tlve men on the streot, M&ld: "Of nll the
Industilals I do not know of ono whlch
has grealer prospocts and posslbllltlos
than tlio United States Shipbuilding Com¬
pany, Ita aocurltles aro a purchase, es-

peolally ita bonds. Thoy are flvo per
cont. flrst mortgago gold bonds soourod
by tho property and plants. Indlvidual-
ly theso shlpyards have rocords na large
money earners, and collectlvely thoy will
effect a Bavlng whlch wlll mako thelr op-
ernting charges almost Inconflldortiblc
Tho Bothlehom Steel Works ls well known
as ono of the grentost stool properties in
tho United Stutos, If not ln tlio world,
and llielr oarnliign ulouo should tako care
of it(l tho flxed oliargea,
"Thoro seems to I*) plenty of work to.

day In tha Unltod Stnto* for ivll tho ship-
yards and, aa tho turn of tlie Udo haa
oom*. ln thls great tndustry, thero la cer¬

tain to bo nn aotlve demand for shlpyards
aoouritlea throu_hout tlie country, tho
largo yolume of uontmotB ln hand ex-
ttuidliiH over ssveral yours, inuke them
"(iiite- agalnst clepreHalona or pantoky
inoYemtat* ,.
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GOPPER MINING
INHALIFAX

Activity on Tobacco Breaks.
Farmers at Work on

Their Plant Beds.
SOUTIE BOSTON, VA.i Fob. 2S..The

asslgnmont of the mercantllo concern of
Messrs. Slate Brothera and jbrdan thls
week was a great surpriso to most peo¬
ple. The liabillties aro reported to be
about $18,000, whlle the assots aro thought
to bo about ?14,000. -The. concern has
been in tho dry.goods buslness hore for

about, flfteen yoars.
The "High Hlll" Coppor Mining Com¬

pany ls composed of n. New York syn-

dlcate nnd have for a number of yoars
been worklng a largo force. Thls year,
owlng to tho low prlce of copper, qulte
a small forco ls omployed. . There is a

want of aotlclty among all tho copper
mining oompanles operatlng in Hallfax.
Tha Scott-burg Normal College has

been closed untll noxt autumn. Tho
falllng hoalth of the president ls said to
bo the cause of closlng. Several years
ago, undor the management of Rev. S. H.

Thompson, It was one of the most flour-
Ishlng schools in this sectlon.
Tho breaks of tobacco thls week havo

been fairly good. The offerlngs have been
of good quallty, and prices. have boen
somewhat stlffer than for several weeks.
Tho avorago has beon about ton dollars;
tho hlghest prices paid for wrappors was

forty-threo dollars. Tho market is qulto
buoyant with a general good feeling.
Farmers havo had a busy week burning

plant beds. Tho woathor for proparlng
beds has boen oxcoptlonally excellont.
So far 'os can be ascertatned thore has
boen the usual number of beds prepared.
Thls Indicates that about the same acre-

age wlll be cultlvated thls year as was

'n 1902, . i.>_
Farmors are worklng early and late.

Thoy nro greatly behlnd ln all their
work, ospocially ploughing. The week
has beon an ldoal one for all klnds ot
out-door work. Whlle negro laborers
aro hard to get to work on the farms,
labor ogonts seom to havo but llttle trou.
blo ln gettlng thom to work on now rall-
roads. Qulto a number aro loavlng for
West Virginla- each wook.
Notwlthstandlng thero are five large

tobacco salo wurohousos hore, a slxth ono

wlll bo orected soon. Mr. R. Holt Bd-
munds has purchaBed a slte on Maln
Stroet. The bulldlng wlll be of brlok
and tho dlmensions wlll bo large. The
contract has al ready been awarded.
Mra. Thomas F. Fry gavo a dollghtful

entoitalnment Monday^nlght ln honor of
hor nlece, Mlss Mlnnle Morton, of ClarH-
vllle,
Mr. Henry Kdmunds, of Baltlmore, la

vlsltlng hls parents, Captaln and Mra,
'' Henry Kdmunds, at Houston.

Captaln Marcollus French, a civll en-

glneer, of Houston, Is vlsltlng ln West
Virginla. ,

Mlss Murgarut Carrlngton, of Clanka-
vlllo, ia vlsltlng her slster, Mrs. S. C,
Morton, Jr.
Mr, J. C, Harris and wlfo have been

spending tho weok in Asheville, N. C.
Mr. N. H. Kdmunds, of Kentucky, ha*

beon vlsltlng hls slstor, Mrs, Suruuol C,
Morton, Sr., during tho woek.

*jr. D. ... Davls left thls woek for
South Carolina to seo hls mother, who Ia
erltlcally iii.

» .....

The Colored Y. M. C. A.
Tho Colored Y. M. C. A. wlll hold .

blg meeting for men Sunday, March 1st
at 8:30 P. M., at the True Roformers'
Hnll. Professor J. R. L. Dlgtjs, of the
Virginla Unlon Unlversity, wlll dellver
n special addrefs. Subject; "I.tfe's
Value." The Y. M. C. A. Quartette
will slng, under tho dlrectlon of Wal-
ter I). Jones, Seats are free. All
men are Invlted,

Ask for Home Brewlng Co.'s
Book Beer; Home Br§wlng Co.'i
Book Ihat'e it, Homs Brewlng
Co.'s Book Beer.nono better, Nt
Book Beer Itke Homo Brewlng Oo.'i.
Homo Browlng Co.'« 8wk-furtet


